
Stay Safe: Don’t DIY These Repairs at Home 

While there are many opportunities for homeowners to save money by performing simple DIY home 
repairs, there are some projects that are better left to the experts. In these cases, an error in DIY home 
repair execution can be dangerous and result in a larger expense down the road. 

These are the six home repairs that should always be performed by a licensed professional. 

Electrical repairs 

A licensed electrician should be used for any electrical work more extensive than changing a lightbulb. 
While this can be expensive, a licensed electrician for an electrical home repair is well worth the money. 
According to Discover.com, the cost comes from their extensive specialized training to work with 
electricity, that can have deadly results if handled incorrectly. 

Gas-related repairs 

Gas appliances must be installed and repaired by licensed professionals only. There are a number of 
factors, such as ensuring proper airflow and clearance, involved in minimizing risk of a potential gas 
leak. Homeowners should never try to save money by attempting gas-related DIY home repairs on their 
own. 

Plumbing precautions 

Although not as dangerous as mistakes in electrical or gas-related repairs, plumbing repairs executed 
incorrectly can be much more costly than the cost of hiring a licensed plumbing professional. Leaking 
pipes can cause mold and damage to expensive flooring and fixtures. In particular, any issue 
with sewage or hot water lines should never be attempted by a DIY homeowner. 

Roof restoration 

There are many dangers to DIY roof repair. Inexperienced homeowners can fall from a high roof or 
ladder and risk severe injury or death. Furthermore, without a professional roofer, many roof repairs are 
ineffective and can even cause leaks, explains How Stuff Works. 

Structural rebuild 

The popularity of home repair and remodeling TV programs may make it look relatively easy for a 
homeowner to take down a wall with a sledge hammer. However, taking down a load-bearing wall can 
be detrimental to the structural integrity of the home. Additionally, walls containing electrical and water 
lines should be handled by professionals to avoid potential danger and costly damage. 

Basement upgrades 

There are a number of factors to consider in a basement remodel that differ from renovations of other 
rooms in a home. As outlined by The Spruce, only an expert contractor can be expected properly 
address issues such as moisture and insulation and compliance with code for items such as fire and 
vapor blocking. And making the basement fully functional might require extensive professional electrical 
and plumbing work. 
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When it comes to DIY, safe is better than sorry, so save certain projects for the professionals.  

 

This content was provided through a partnership with Service Line Warranties of Canada. For information about SLWC, please 
visit their website at www.slwoc.ca.  

 


